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A  I’adio  talk  "by  Mrs.  Jolm  S-.  Williar..s,  f.arm  i — 

delivered  in  the  home  demonstration  radio  program,  Septeniber  5,  1934,  and  hroad- 
cast.  by  a,- network  of  48  associate  IIBC  radio  stations. 

--ooOoo — 

Speaking  on  this  progran  I  am  representing  farm  women  who  are  accomodating 
tourists,  .  ■ 

About  a  decade  ago,  when  farm  people  were  needing  more  money  to  educate 
the  family,  and  malce  ends  meet,  the  house  mother  c^rne  to  the  rescue  and  began 
to  practice 'the  doctrine  of  self  help,  that  we  are  hearing  about  to-day.  Parm 
homes  ware  built  with  many  rooms  to  accomodate  large  families.  To-day  families 
are  generally  smaller,  less  rooms  are  needed,  so  the  paying  guest  is  now  most 
welcome.  , 

IThcn  deciding  to  appeal  to  the  public  we  took  inventory  of  our  assets 
that  .'could  be  offered  to  the  tourists.  ^ 

XJe  found  comfortable  homes,  many  with  modern  improveraents,  large  airy 
rooms,  interesting  colonial  furnishings,  with  im,proved  roads  leading  to  o^'or 
doors.  Among  other  benefits  the  automobile  has  brought  to  rural  people,  is  the 
urge  to  improve  home  grounds,  flower  gardens  and  so-forth.  This  setting  sur^-r'n 
rounded  by  the  lie.w  England  atmosphere  ma.de  the  farm  v/omen  feel  they  ha:.ve  much  to 
offer,  the  traveling  public.  Home  demonstration  afents  were  consulted,  the  best 
features  were,  developed,  trea.sured  heir  looms  were  brought  from,  the  attic, 
restored  and  put  into  use. 

Vermont  is  often  called  the  "Land  of  Rocking  Chairs  end  Pie."  Chair 
brings  op.t  the  idea  of  rest  and  recreation  and  we  know  llew  England  is  noted  for 
good  cooking,  fresh  fro-it,  vegetables,  poultry,  milk,  crear."!,  butter  and  cheese — 
Yes  and  Fie?'  -This  produces  a.  fa.ir  market  for  farm  sumlus  and  gives  the  boarder 
food  for  \.'hich  he  is  willing  to  pay.  He  enjoys  the  farm  food  that  is  charaxter- 
istic  to  the  location.  V/here  else  does  grapefruit  ta.ste  so  good  <as  in  Florida? 
Pecans  and  poaches  are  real  in  Q-eorgia,  and  sea.  food  should  bo  oaten  at  the 
coast  to  be  at  its  best.  Breakfa.st  food  in  Vermont,  with  local  Jersey  cream, 
maple  products  real  and  pure  in  the  G-rcen  Monntain  Sta.te,  and  so,  on  and  on, 
each  locality  has  its  special  attraction. 

Pai'ailies  enjoy  the  enuntry  where  the  children  learn  nature  by  contrast. 
Every  child  is  fascinated  in  feeding  the  liens,  hanting  eggs  and  watching  farm 
machinery.  The  purse  of  the  paying  guest  is  also  benefited,  the  cost  of  board 
is  generally  less.  He  comes  to  the  country  an'l  is  comfortable  in  his  worn 
clothes.  The  whole  family  does  not  need  an  outfit  for  a  farm  vacation,  that 
would  be  required  in  a  fashionable  resort.  If  he  remains  for  a  time  he  enjoys 
the  social  faim  life,  he  enters  into  the  pleasures  of  rural  people.  Wiiilc  we 
may  be  just  characters  to  some,  generally  speaking,  the  city  people  get  to  be 
firm  friends  of  his  co-untry  host  and  hostess.  If  he  rea,lly  enjoys  his  stay 
he  tells  his  friends.  There  is  a  small  but  rather  famous  country  Inn  that 
developed  because  two  people  becai'ae  stranded,  years  ago,  when  their  railroad 
engine  broke  dovm.  The  farm  home  and  people,  whore  they  were  a,ccomodatcd  so 
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appealed  to  them  that  they  "begged  to  return.  Their  friends  come  also  and  after 
thirty  years  the  hurnble  home  has  developed  into  o.  most  attractive  surrmer  home, 

•  for ■.mahy- college  people  and  their  friends* 

After  ten  years  experience  v/ith  the  public,  in  my  farm  home,  I  kaow, 
aside  from  the  financial  benefit,  comes  the  social  uplift  and  broadening  effect 
upon  the  faim  fojaily.  YIe  have  absorbed  much  from  the  tourists.  Throughout  the 
country  these  contacts  have  resulted  in  improved  homes  and  surroundings  more 
advantages  in  music,  art,  and  higher  education  for  the  fama  family,  more 
convenience  in  the  home  and  more  opportunity  to  read  and  travel.  Some  of  the 
finest  acquaintances  and  firmest  friend-ships  have  developed. 

■  In  return  for  this,  they  invite  the  p.aying  g^rest  to  enjoy  the  fajm 
homo  during  the  hot  weeks  of  sui'incr  vacation.  Autuian  in  How  England  is  gorgeous, 
our  roads  are  so  good  now  tha.t  a.  week-end  through  the  IThite  Mountains  and  on 
through  the  Green  Mountains  across  L.ake  Champlain  to  the  Adaronda.cks  is  a 
mer.'iory  to  treasure  all  winter.  Many  cone  back  to  enjoy  the  skiing,  coasting, 
skating  and  general  beauty  of  the  v;intor  sca,son. 

T7e  on  the  farm  enjoy  you,  we  want  you  to  enjoy  our  farm  homes.  So  I 
wish  to  leave  this  last  thought  with  you. 

He  don’t  boast  of  crowded  cities, 

ITnerc  the  millions  come  and  go, 

•  B^ut  wo  have  our  share  of  beauty 

I  was  raised  here  and  I  lenov;, 

TTncn  God  m.adc  these  "Old  Green  Mountains." 

.  And  these  vadloys  fresh  and  fair, 

He  just  put  his  seal  upon  them 
You  will  find  it  everywhere. 

'  ■  And  when  you’re  right  dc»-n  tired, 

A:'.d  its  rest  and  change  you  want, 

.  Pack  your  grip,  and  some  fine  morning. 

Take  a.  trip  through  "Old  VeiTiont." 


